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The Digital Accountability and Transparency Act (DATA Act, 2014) built upon FFATA (Federal Funding 
Accountability and Transparency Act, 2006) federal spending reports. DATA Act was implemented, and 
reporting began, in January 2017. A history of the legislation is found on Treasury’s  About the Data 
Transparency Program.  Data is displayed at USAspending.gov, demonstrating government spending.  

Over the years, revisions and additions to policy and reporting requirements have challenged Federal agencies 

to achieve full compliance. The plethora of OMB memoranda and ever-changing requirement documents 

provide the details needed to assure highest data quality is presented to the public.  

USDA OCFO’s DATA Act Resources for Web site provides links to official OCFO, OMB, and Treasury policy and 

guidance as well as FAQs, reporting schedules, and a variety of instructions.  OCFO provides several processing 

reports within the HANA General Ledger Management Reports area on FMMI. For D2 reporters, one of the most 

valuable documents on the site is the File D2 Error and Value Workbook.

 

The Department of Treasury (Treasury) is responsible for reporting requirements, processing/validation of 

submitted data files, and publication of data to USAspending.gov for public view.

▪ Broker Reporting Portal Treasury site for agency data submission. 

▪ Data Transparency Site is the official location for official reporting documents including requirement 

guidance and technical architecture information.

▪ USAspending.gov, maintained by Treasury, displays federal award and financial information, agency and 

recipient profiles, data analysis and charts depicting the extent of federal spending, and insights into how 

the federal government benefits society.

https://fiscal.treasury.gov/data-transparency/history-overview.html
https://fiscal.treasury.gov/data-transparency/history-overview.html
https://usaspending.gov/
https://nfc.usda.gov/FSS/ClientServices/FMS/DATA_Act/index.php
https://portal.fms.usda.gov/
https://nfc.usda.gov/FSS/ClientServices/FMS/DATA_Act/documents/USDA_Reporting_Instructions/File_D2_Error_and_Value_Workbook_v2.2.2.xlsx
https://broker.usaspending.gov/
https://broker.usaspending.gov/
https://usaspending.gov/
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The page is divided into three sections:
USDA Resources (see more on Slide 5)
In addition to departmental policies, this section offers 
reporting schedules and instructions, points of contact, 
FAQs and helpful “How to” documents
Federal Resources (see details on Slide 6)
External sites (see image on the right) 
  This section provides links to web sites associated with financial 
assistance and reporting data.

USDA DATA Act Resources for Web

The Resources Page includes USDA Departmental 
policies, memos and guidance as well as links to 
Federal policy documents, including OMB Memos and 
Treasury reporting instructions. 

https://nfc.usda.gov/FSS/ClientServices/FMS/DATA_Act/index.php#usda
https://nfc.usda.gov/FSS/ClientServices/FMS/DATA_Act/index.php#federal
https://nfc.usda.gov/FSS/ClientServices/FMS/DATA_Act/index.php#external
https://nfc.usda.gov/FSS/ClientServices/FMS/DATA_Act/index.php
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The USDA Resources section provides access to USDA OCFO Policies, Reporting Schedules, 

POC listings, Reporting Instructions, and FAQs. 

https://nfc.usda.gov/FSS/ClientServices/FMS/DATA_Act/index.php#usda
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The Federal Resources section provides access to OMB Memoranda and Controller Alerts and  

Treasury’s reporting guidance, FAQs, and a links to Authoritative Sources for certain data.

https://nfc.usda.gov/FSS/ClientServices/FMS/DATA_Act/index.php#federal
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Agencies that report File D2 data should take advantage of the Error and Value Workbook (E&V) found on the 

Resources page.  It contains essential D2 file information sorted on a variety of tabs and is a significant help when 

creating an accurate file.  The E&V is updated at least annually, typically when Treasury releases a fresh set of 

requirements or changes to reporting processes. TARD notifies agencies when a new version is released and 

uploaded to the Resources web page.

Change Log A record of the changes made to this document over time.

D2 Reporting An overview of the D2 reporting process

D2 Template The layout of a D2 file which can be used when preparing a file

D2 Field Specs A listing of data elements and how each should be reported

Requirements per Record Type Compares how data elements are reported for each record type

PPOP Specs A key to reporting Primary Place of Performance data elements

Field Values Values which are allowed for various data elements in D2

Office – SubTier Listing of USDA Agency SubTier and Office Codes

Authoritative Sources Online locations to find correct data for specific fields.

DATA Act Acronyms Listing of commonly used acronyms

https://nfc.usda.gov/FSS/ClientServices/FMS/DATA_Act/documents/USDA_Reporting_Instructions/File_D2_Error_and_Value_Workbook_v2.2.2.xlsx
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D2 Reporting tab

Field Specs tab

Requirements 
per Record Type 
tab

PPOP Specs tab
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Field Values tab

Office-SubTier 
tab

Authoritative 
Sources tab
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Agencies must track the File D2 records from submission to USAspending.gov.  One part of this tracking is 
to watch for which records were submitted vs those records which were rejected at USAspending.gov.  
There are two helpful HANA Management Reports in FMMI (https://portal.fms.usda.gov) for finding a list 
of records submitted and the errors identified at USAspending.  

The Data Act D2 Inbound and Outbound File Status Report is used to locate a copy of the records that 
were submitted to USAspending.

The Data Act D2 Broker Error and Warning Report advises agencies of records which were rejected at 
USAspending due to an Error.  Records which have been marked with an “E” in column G, must be 
corrected and resubmitted in the next reporting window.  Records with a “W” in column G have been 
published to USAspending.

https://portal.fms.usda.gov/
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Treasury’s  Data Transparency site is the official location for all DATA 
Act guidance and reporting requirements.  The site provides access 
to the Governmentwide Spending Data Model (GSDM formerly 
called DAIMS) consisting of documents such as DATA Act Practices 
and Procedures (P&P) and Reporting Submission Specifications (RSS) 
as well as the current reporting schedule and information on the 
architecture and access to the GitHub open-source coding behind 
the reporting, validation, and publication processes.

Official DATA Act guidance:  
GSDM (Governmentwide Spending Data Model). 
These documents advise federal agencies about what data to 
report, where to get the data, and how to format and submit.  

• Practices and Procedures (P&P)
General practices and procedures for preparing, validating, and 
submitting data to the Data Broker

• Reporting Submission Specification (RSS)
Spreadsheet with data elements, metadata, and instructions 
needed to ensure data is reported in the appropriate file format.

• Validation Rules
Spreadsheet that describes the rules applied to submitted data 
to ensure high data quality. Also used for cross-file validations.

• Interface Definition Document (IDD)
Spreadsheet describing how Treasury gathers additional data 
from governmentwide systems. Agencies are not required to 
submit these data. 

https://www.fiscal.treasury.gov/data-transparency/
https://www.fiscal.treasury.gov/data-transparency/resources.html
https://www.fiscal.treasury.gov/data-transparency/resources.html
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The DATA Act requires publication of federal award data to 
USAspending.gov for public view.  The website provides 
profiles of agencies and recipients, specific award details, 
and data analysis with nice charts and graphs.

Recipient and Agency Profiles:  Summaries of federal 
funding received by entities and distributed by agencies. 

Specific award information: Display of specific award data, 
including the purpose and beneficiaries as well as recipient 
and funding details. Example: USDA’s Rural Development 
granted $100,000 to a rural community in Nebraska 
(Recipient) to update a water treatment plant (Purpose) to 
support small business and ensure residents’ health 
(Beneficiaries).

Data Analytics:  Visual renditions of data are presented 
within most pages on the site. Selecting “Explore the Data” 
from the top menu to view a variety of data analytics. 

Access to Resources: Helpful information, such as Glossary, 
Data Dictionary, and Training Videos can be accessed using 
“Find Resources” option on the top right side of site menu.
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The award profile includes
• Type of award
• Description of award
• Time period for using funds
• Funding details
• Recipient details
• Agency details
• Modifications to the award
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Within the “Profiles” list accessed from “Explore the Data” menu, one can view
.

  Award Spending for each Agency                                                       Award funding received by specific recipients
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Within the “Search Award Data”, one can search using 
location parameters to see a map with hover points to 
view data related to that location. The search results 
provide several tabs for different views.

Within the Spending Explorer accessed from “Explore the 
Data” menu, one can review spending statistics by 
Agency and Budget. 
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Explore The Data area offers visualizations of federal fund distribution, such as these data for Iowa.

    Overview with data tables and mapping                                             Top 5 events broken down by location, recipient, and source

                                                                                        

Transactions over Time
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