
TO: USDA Agency and Staff Office Chief Financial Officers 

FROM: Lance D. Raymond, Ph.D. 
Associate Chief Financial Officer for Shared Services 

SUBJECT: OCFO Instruction for Required SAO Assurance of Quarterly DATA Act Reporting 

On May 9, 2014, the Digital Accountability and Transparency Act (DATA Act) was signed into law 
(Public Law 113-101).1 On November 4, 2016, Office of Management and Budget (OMB) issued 
DATA Act guidance as Memorandum 17-04 “Additional Guidance for DATA Act Implementation: 
Further Requirements for Reporting and Assuring Data Reliability” (M-17-04).2 On April 29, 2016, the 
Department of Treasury (Treasury) released DATA Act Information Model Schema (DAIMS, now 
referred to as the Government Spending Data Model [GSDM])3 providing instructions and required 
data elements for reporting of data in six data files (Files A-F). 

In this memorandum, United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) Office of the Chief Financial 
Officer (OCFO) addresses process and requirements for agency quarterly assurances. 

Quarterly Agency DATA Act Data Quality Assurance 
The Chief Financial Officer (CFO) for each USDA component agency will serve as Senior Accountable 
Official (SAO) for DATA Act. 

1. Overview of Required Assurances. 
Agency SAOs are responsible for providing reasonable assurance4 that their agency's internal controls 
support the reliability and validity of the agency account-level and award-level data reported to 
USAspending.gov, as stated in MPM 2016-03.5 To support high data integrity, agencies should 
leverage the data quality and management controls established in statute, regulation, and Federal-wide 
policy, including internal control and risk management strategies in OMB Circular No. A-123 (A-123).6 
Data related to Subaward reporting by Federal assistance recipients and data from recipients regarding 
their Highly Compensated Officers is extracted from external Federal systems. OMB allows the Agency 
SAOs to assert quality assurance based on the validation processes within these systems. Greater detail 
on this and other assurances are provided in Appendix A of OMB M-17-04 “Assurances for Each 
DATA Act File Submitted.” 

1 Digital Accountability and Transparency Act of 2014. Pub. L. No. 113-101, 128 Stat. 1146, 31 U.S.C. § 6101. 
2 M-17-04 “Additional Guidance for DATA Act Implementation: Further Requirements for Reporting and Assuring Data Reliability” is 
attached and available at https://obamawhitehouse.archives.gov/sites/default/files/omb/memoranda/2017/m-17-04.pdf. 
3 The April 29, 2016 DAIMS and all the DAIMS and GSDM documents and instructions are available online: https://tfx.treasury.gov/data-
transparency/gsdm. 
4 OMB defines assurance as “In general, an assurance is a statement of accountability to confirm an agency's efforts to support data quality.” 
5 2016-03 Management Procedures is available at 
https://obamawhitehouse.archives.gov/sites/default/files/omb/financial/memos/management-procedures-memorandum-no-2016-03-additional-
guidance-for-data-act-implementation.pdf. 
6 Circular A-123 is available at https://www.whitehouse.gov/omb/circulars_a123_rev. 

https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/legacy_drupal_files/omb/memoranda/2017/m-17-04.pdf
https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/legacy_drupal_files/omb/memoranda/2017/m-17-04.pdf
https://obamawhitehouse.archives.gov/sites/default/files/omb/memoranda/2017/m-17-04.pdf
https://tfx.treasury.gov/data-transparency/gsdm
https://tfx.treasury.gov/data-transparency/gsdm
https://obamawhitehouse.archives.gov/sites/default/files/omb/financial/memos/management-procedures-memorandum-no-2016-03-additional-guidance-for-data-act-implementation.pdf
https://obamawhitehouse.archives.gov/sites/default/files/omb/financial/memos/management-procedures-memorandum-no-2016-03-additional-guidance-for-data-act-implementation.pdf
https://www.whitehouse.gov/omb/circulars_a123_rev


Page 2 
 

2. USDA Data Quality Assurance Process. 
Each reporting period, the USDA DATA Act Repository will create a consolidated file of  
appropriations data (File A) from the USDA GTAS/SF-133 report which becomes available on or after 
the 19th of the month following the reporting period close. 

Once the GTAS/SF-133 report is available, the USDA data will be available in FMMI for each agency’s 
review. The FMMI files include each agency’s information for DATA Act files A-C. 

The USDA Component Agency Quarterly DATA Act Reporting Assurance Statement (see attachment) 
is a statement related to all DATA Act files (Files A-F) including both financial and award data for each 
quarter. The USDA Senior Accountable Official compiles the agency/staff office statements for 
submission to Treasury on behalf of the entire department.  

Each quarter, typically the first week of the 2nd month following quarter close, OCFO provides an 
Assurance Statement template on a designated site, DATA ACT QUARTERLY ASSURANCE 
STATEMENT REPORTS (Power Apps). The site contains a folder for each agency/staff office with the 
Assurance Statement template (sample provided below). Agencies must disclose agency-specific issues 
including Internal Control Deficiencies and elaborate on USDA known issues. When all assurances are 
complete, the agency/staff office SAO must sign and submit/upload the form in PDF format, thereby 
confirming that the DATA Act data submitted for the current period complies with the Treasury and 
Office of Management and Budget DATA Act requirements. The DATA Act Quarterly Assurance 
Statement Power Apps link can be found on the USDA DATA Act Resources for Web page under the 
USDA DATA Act Policies section: “Submission Site for Quarterly Statements.” 

Questions concerning this memorandum should be directed to Tyson Whitney at (202) 251-1154 or 
tyson.whitney@usda.gov.

cc: DATA Act Agency POCs 
Assurance Statement POCs 
NONDATAACT (NDA) Report POCs 
Senior Accountable Officials 
Federal Financial Assistance Committee 

Attachment

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fapps.gov.powerapps.us%2Fplay%2Fe%2Fdefault-ed5b36e7-01ee-4ebc-867e-e03cfa0d4697%2Fa%2F710865b6-1b9d-4917-8b69-7c7c3231cb8d%3FtenantId%3Ded5b36e7-01ee-4ebc-867e-e03cfa0d4697%26hint%3Dd4c99c3d-9cee-4f55-bddc-36de9cf6242d%26sourcetime%3D1728648823809&data=05%7C02%7Chope.woodward%40usda.gov%7C0a3cdf653d1d4c05b74808ddf5109aca%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C1%7C0%7C638936173852464996%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=typ7JRNMk5WK3cLheqAJiKZcRST70Vt%2BX9XRTvoQIy8%3D&reserved=0
mailto:tyson.whitney@usda.gov
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USDA Component Agency Quarterly DATA Act Reporting Assurance Statement 

Agencies must provide reasonable assurance that their agency's internal controls support the reliability and 
validity of the agency account-level and award-level data reported per DATA Act1 to USAspending.gov. An 
assurance is a statement confirming an agency's efforts supporting data quality. Issues, including internal control 
issues and deficiencies that were reported to the OCFO Internal Controls Division, should be disclosed in 
Appendix E. 
Statements of Assurance 
Agency provides assurance that: 
• Treasury symbols carry the appropriate DEFC code. 
• data integrity processes and controls align with A-123. 
• the FAIN or PIID is recorded for award transactions in the agency General Ledgers. 
• reported recipient information in D files match SAM registration details.  
• terms and conditions are in place requiring Prime Awardees to report accurate and complete information to 

SAM for File E and File F. 
• the agency DATA Act Treasury Data Broker warning reports were reviewed throughout the quarter. While 

warnings cannot be corrected for the period/quarter in which they occurred, the agency will take steps to 
minimize the warnings from occurring in future periods/quarters. The agency must provide a narrative to 
address challenges preventing the reduction of Treasury warnings and disclose actions taken to decrease 
Treasury warnings in future periods/quarters. 

• all files (A through D2) were tracked from submission to the DATA Act Repository to the Treasury Data 
Broker. 

• proper linkages are in place to ensure Files A – F data are in alignment according to GSDM requirements.  
• D2 files submitted in the previous three months comply with the DATA Act requirements and file layout2 

outlined by the Office of Management and Budget3 and the United States Department of Agriculture 
Office of the Chief Financial Officer D2 Submission Procedures4 guidance. 

• improvements to Award Description quality are occurring in File D2 reporting as outlined in the Agency 
Award Description Plan and as required by OMB 21-20.5

• the DATA Act SAO provides, on a quarterly basis,6 reasonable assurance that their agency's internal 
controls support the reliability and validity of the agency account-level and award-level data reported to 
USAspending.gov, including a quality assurance (QA) review of items noted as NONDATAACT within 
the respective core financial systems. 

As Senior Accountable Official for (Agency Name), I confirm the above Statements of Assurance, in line with 
OMB Memorandum 17-04 (Appendix A) and provide assurance that the DATA Act data submitted for the 
period of April 1st, 2025 – June 30th, 20257 complies with the Treasury and Office of Management and Budget 
DATA Act requirements.  

Agencies must disclose agency-specific issues including Internal Control Deficiencies and elaborate on USDA 
known issues found in Appendix C. Agencies must disclose issues by DATA Act file name (Files A-D).  
Agencies must use the template format found in Appendix E. 

______________________________            ______________________________ 
(Signature)   (Date)  
 
______________________________          ______________________________ 
(Typed Name)   (Title/Agency/Division)

 
1 Digital Accountability and Transparency Act of 2014 (DATA Act) (P.L. 113-101). 
2 D2 Agency Inbound File Layout and Submission Procedures found in Error & Value Workbook, D2 Template tab. 
3 OMB DATA Act Guidance and Policies. 
4 USDA DATA Act Reporting Instructions. 
5 OMB M-21-20. 
6 Please see Appendix D for DATA Act General Quarterly Reporting Schedule. 
7 This represents the most recent quarter of the Fiscal Year. 

file://Usda/ocfo/SHARED/DCWA2/OCFO/CFODATAShare/TARD/DATA%20Act/DATA%20Act%20-%20Assurance%20Statements/1)%20FY_2025/FY25_Q3%20ASSURANCE%20STATEMENT%20TEMPLATE.docx
file://Usda/ocfo/SHARED/DCWA2/OCFO/CFODATAShare/TARD/DATA%20Act/DATA%20Act%20-%20Assurance%20Statements/1)%20FY_2025/FY25_Q3%20ASSURANCE%20STATEMENT%20TEMPLATE.docx
file://Usda/ocfo/SHARED/DCWA2/OCFO/CFODATAShare/TARD/DATA%20Act/DATA%20Act%20-%20Assurance%20Statements/1)%20FY_2025/FY25_Q3%20ASSURANCE%20STATEMENT%20TEMPLATE.docx
https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/PLAW-113publ101/pdf/PLAW-113publ101.pdf
https://www.nfc.usda.gov/FSS/ClientServices/FMS/DATA_Act/documents/USDA_Reporting_Instructions/File_D2_Error_and_Value_Workbook.xlsx
https://nfc.usda.gov/FSS/ClientServices/FMS/DATA_Act/index.php#federal
https://nfc.usda.gov/FSS/ClientServices/FMS/DATA_Act/#usda
https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Implementation-Guidance-for-Supplemental-Funding-Provided-in-Response.pdf
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